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Cam ps 


As indicated in a spread in this 
issue, the camp is becoming an 
important locale for religious edu 
cation and contemplation both for 
children and for adults. 

The acquisition of three new 
camps for three regions of the 
Union, bringing to a total of five 
the number of UAHC camps, is 
apparently only the beginning of 
what will ultimately lead to estab 
lishment of a network of such 
properties at which youth groups, 
temple boards, auxiliary 
will give intensified study, under 
pleasant auspices, to the teachings 
of our faith and their application 
to life. 

This magazine is pleased to 
salute Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Har- 
lam of Hazleton, Pennsylvania. for 
setting a high standard of gener- 
osity in making the camp program 
possible. Their oift of $75.000 for 
the Pennsylvania camp (suitably 
named the Joseph and Betty Har- 
lam Camp for Living Judaism) is 
an inspiring manifestation of sup- 
port for a worthy endeavor. Bravo, 
also, to Jack A. Goldfarb, UAHC 
associate treasurer, for his gift of 
$30,000 for the camp in Massa- 
chusetts. 

Also to be commended is the 
imaginative foresight of men like 
J. S. Ackerman, of Chicago, chair 
man of the Union’s National Com 


groups. 


mission on Camp _ Institutes. 
Largely responsible for obtaining 
the first UAHC camp in Ocon- 
omowoc, Wisconsin, Mr. Acker- 


man helped open the vista for new 
and important ventures in spiritual 
exaltation. 


To the State 
of Israel 


To the State of Israel go our 
felicitations on her tenth birthday. 

May the young nation thrive 
and flourish. May she continue to 
be a blessing to her people. May 
she ever be a bastion of democracy 
and equality. May she soon enjoy 
the peace which will enable her to 
become a blessing to the entire 


Middle East! 
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The Hon. Alderman 
ROBERT BRISCOE 


former Lord Mayor 
of Dublin 


invites you to join 


ew | FOURTH | the 1958 
ve | DIMENSION | AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP 


of | TOUR TO IRELAND 


his 
an 








a .-.- Promoting International Peace and Understanding 
ps, | Leave May 9, 1958 from New York for Cobh aboard the 
ps. S. S.- America 

ler and spend 25 unforgettable days visiting Dublin— 
igs Galway—Limerick—Killarney—and Cork. Attend the Official 


on | Receptions. Minimum Rate $755. 


ACCOMMODATIONS ARE LIMITED 


. $0 get your membership quickly! 





or | 7 — ey 
a | You may NOW purchase our Foreign and Domestic Inclu- 
| sive travel services on our Time Payment Plan. . . small 























or down payment... up to 20 months to pay the balance. 
ly 
ol For complete information, ask your Travel Agent or 
1s 
m American Express TRAVEL SERVICE 
oO. 
iC 65 Broadway, New York 6, N. Y. ° Whitehall 4-2000 
of For the address of your nearest American Express office 
a- call Western Union Operator Number 25 
PROTECT YOUR TRAVEL FUNDS WITH AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVELERS CHEQUES — 

1e SPENDABLE EVERYWHERE 
ce 
r 
n 
1o 
n- Give her Fourth Dimension and 
r- you'll be telling her she’s terrific. Exciting 
modern magic. A lovely, luxurious gift. 
. Perfume, $12.50. Purse size, $3.50. 

Potent Eau de Parfum, $1.50 to $3.75. 

Perfume Mist, $3.00. All prices plus tax. 

| HELENA RUBINSTEIN 

655 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 
iT 
Ve 
e 
oO 
\ 
\ ’ 
\ ‘ GREETING Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of the Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
. gations, who arrived in Tokyo on a world-wide tour to promote peace are (I. fo r.) Chaplain 

Ist Lt.) Sydney Hoffman, Chaplain (Lt. |j.g.|) Herbert Morris and Chaplain (Col.) Henry 

¢ | Tavel. Rabbi Eisendrath met with Japan’s Prince Mikasa and Jewish, Buddhist and Shinto 


religious leaders. 
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You can SO conduct 





0 YOU THINK you can’t conduct a Passover Seder? 
You can so! 
It is not hard as you think, nor as complicated. On 


the other hand, the effort entailed will yield you and 


your family great satisfaction. 

Many a family which would like the pleasure of ob- 
serving the Passover at home fails to do so because 
of the self-consciousness of the father. He is sure that 
he cannot run the Seder as his father did before him. 
The result is that thousands of Jewish homes are devoid 
of the cheerful ring and heart-lifting warmth, not to 
mention the stirring idealism that the proper observance 
of the festival freedom can bring. 

Perhaps you can’t conduct the Seder exactly like 
your father or grandfather did. But what with the 
English translations contained in all modern Haggadahs 
you can make a good try. 

It would be a pity if Passover were to pass over your 
home without the home observance which enables you 
to relive the fight for liberty experienced by our fore- 
fathers and without the ceremony which strengthens 
the bond between you and the other members of your 
family. 

Many people now attend the group Sedarim (plural 
for Seders) which are now conducted by many temples, 
synagogues and centers. A congregational Seder is a 
fine event, but it need not replace the home Seder. It 


can supplement it. With a large group you can enjoy 


a Seder 


one type of experience; around your own table, a more 
intimate one. 

Here are some tips which will help you make a family 
Seder successful. 

1. Make sure everyone has a Haggadah. There are 
many beautiful Haggadahs now on the market and you 
have a wide choice. 

2. Don’t feel that your Seder must be too formal. 
You may interpolate into the various parts of the service 
your own comments. You may ask others to do the 
same. Keep the service moving along, but don’t feel 
that it has quite the same formality as a synagogue 
service. The Seder is a unique admixture of the solemn 
and the joyful. 

3. Study the Haggadah before the night of the Seder. 
Decide in advance which parts you can do in Hebrew 
and which in English. But be familiar with the text 
before you sit down for the ceremony. 

4. Rotate the reading of the parts of the Haggadah 
among those at the table. Some will read in English; 
others in Hebrew. Some will sing the songs in one style: 
others will use another melody. The very melange of 
the Hebrew dialects and the variations in the manner 
of reading portions of the service will illustrate the 
diversity of the Jewish vicissitudes and add a special 
flavor to the proceedings. 

5. Have the guests recite as many of the blessings 
as possible in unison, and even certain segments can 
be read in unison—so as to engage the attention of 
everyone and make each one feel that he is participating 
in the service. 

6. Linger over favorite parts of the Haggadah. After 
having the youngest person present recite the Mah 
Nishtanah, ask others to recite it: the youngest father 
present; the youngest grandfather, etc. 

7. Make sure that everyone has a small plate with 
every symbolic food on it. When it comes time to point 
out the meaning of the symbolic foods let each person 
hold up high his own sample thereof. 

8. Get a songster and become familiar with the songs 
of the Haggadah, or have someone with the knowledge 
of music and the ability to lend it primed in advance 
to spark the singing. 

9. Make your reading pronounced enough to keep 
the children interested. Don’t skim through the material 


hastily and perfunctorily. 
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10. Dramatize certain portions of the Haggadah. 
During the Elijah segment hold up the Elijah glass and 
ask the children to tell whether any of the wine in it has 
disappeared. When the consensus proves that it hasn’t, 
indicate that we must all try to be worthy of Elijah 
during the year ahead so as to hasten the day of peace 
and universal freedom. The poem called “It Came to 
Pass at Midnight” can be fun if each person is asked to 
read a stanza in the spookiest fashion. On the other 
hand, the reading of the section, “Who Knows One,” 
should be done, segment by segment, as rapidly as 
possible. 

11. As for the Afikomon, take the time to conceal the 
matzah carefully in advance. Tell the children at the 
beginning of the Seder that there will be an Afikomon 
hunt which will take place after the service and then 
give prizes to those who find the matzah. The prizes 
ought to have some Jewish significance (e.g., an 
Israel bond). 

These are but a few ideas for your Seder. You can 
learn many more if you attend the Seder seminar which 
so many synagogues offer these days or by consulting 
your own rabbi who will be glad to brief you at length 
on how you can make your home celebration fascinating 


and thrilling. 





Traditionally, Passover is a time when you can derive 
both merriment and inspiration from the great saga 
of the Exodus. Don’t lose the opportunity of introduc- 
ing the Passover spirit into your own home. Both you 
and your children will feel amply rewarded for the 
little effort entailed. 

Don’t say you can’t conduct a Seder. You can! 
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BARRICINI CANDY, every piece a masterpiece 


For illustrated brochure showing the complete exclusive line of Bar- 
ricini “Kosher for Passover” specialties, write to: Dept. G, Barricini 
Candies, 22-19 41st Avenue, L.I.C. 1, N.Y. 


Full information for organizations on 
Jarricini FUND RAISING PLAN sent on request. 
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THE COST OF BELONGING TO A TEMPLE (continued) 


(A few issues ago, we published a 
letter from Anonymous asking for 
“Help!” in her alleged inability to 
afford temple membership. In our 
previous issue we published a reply 
to the letter by Rabbi Lipman and 
Mr. Schoen. Excerpts from other re- 
actions to the letter are herewith pub- 
lished. Your views are also welcome. 


—Ep. ) 


You Can’t Afford Not to 
Belong 


You say you cannot afford to 
belong to a temple. You cannot 
afford not to belong. Let’s take the 
monetary angle. The average cost 
is aproximately $250 annually, or, 
with extras, $300. That amounts to 
$25.00 a month, or just a trifle 
over $5.00 a week. Even the small- 
est budget can be “squeezed” for 
so little a sum. Perhaps you can cut 
a magazine here, a carton of ciga- 
rettes there, little things which 
never will be missed. 

And your money will work for 
you in helping your temple grow. 
Your children will be confirmed 
there, some say. They will get mar- 
ried, etc. You will leave a richer 
spiritual life because of your 
temple. 

I belong to a very young temple, 
composed of young couples, like 
you, Anonymous. Without knowing 
your exact circumstances, I'll sur- 
mise that 80 per cent of members 
are in your bracket, with the same 
obligations. Last year we voted a 
whopping assessment to pay for 
the construction of a building. And 
our board received an overwhelm- 
ing vote of confidence by the gen- 
eral membership. 

Think of membership as an in- 
vestment—in the future well-being 
of your children. You can’t afford 
not to join.—Jack LOWENSTEIN, 
Temple Emanuel, Baltimore, Md. 


A Necessity of Life 

Anonymous must realize that Ju- 
daism is a necessity of life, just 
like education and food and can- 
not, therefore, be left out of a 
household budget. 

Perhaps her temple has a uni- 
form scale of dues, with people of 
various incomes being charged the 
same thing. This is wrong and it’s 
un-Jewish. Those who can bear a 
greater share of the burden ought 
to do so.—S. Martin ADELMAN, 
Temple Sinai, Bay Shore, N. Y. 


Don’t Shut the Doors 

We dare not shut the synagogue 
doors against any who seek the 
“ooodness of the tabernacle.” It 
becomes urgent that we review our 
procedures. and formulate brave. 
new ones to meet the exigencies of 
people who face the problems de- 
scribed by Anonymous. The Jew 
does not need the synagogue. The 
synagogue needs the Jew. Happy 
will be the congregation which will 
stand by the open door of the syna- 
gogue and bid a hearty welcome 
to any who would come to seek 
the comfort and the goodness of 
the sanctuary of Israel. — Dr. 
Leon H. Goupserc, Temple Israel, 
Nyack, N. Y. 


Tips for Anonymous 

First, who says you have to join 
all the auxiliaries and go to the 
expensive affairs? 

Second, you say you don’t want 
to plead poverty. But what do you 
reply when your friends ask you 
why you don’t belong? If you say, 
“We can’t afford it,” what differ- 
ence does it make, except that you 
say it in a parlor instead of in a 
Board room. 

Third, arent you spending 
money on other things which are 
probably not more important than 


temple? Say, the PTA, with the 
cakes and spaghetti you have to 
provide; on the Brownies and the 
Cub Scouts, with their dues and 
uniforms; on lessons, ballet, violin 
or piano? So it’s a question, maybe 
of what you think is important. 

Now, let me give you two sug- 
gestions. One, talk to the rabbi. 
Whisper to him that your husband 
only makes $6,000 a year, and that 
you think that dues of $75.00 
would be enough and a school fee 
of maybe $50.00. He has ways of 
getting these things without pub- 
licity or embarrassment. 

Or, better yet, volunteer to teach 
religious school. You'll get $5.00 
or more a Sunday and can pay it 
right back in. And here’s another 
tip: join the auxiliaries and go to 
work. Instead of giving to the 
bazaar, work for it; instead of buy- 
ing theater tickets, sell them. You'll 
be surprised how quickly you and 
your husband will be “valued 
members” and proposed for the 
temple Board. Then when you get 
on the Board, you can holler your 
head off until the temple adopts the 
kind of dues policy recommended 
by Rabbi Lipman and Mr. Schoen 
in the last issue of this magazine. 

ANOTHER ANONYMOUS 





CAMPAIGNS 


Some UAHC Temples Served 
Menorah, Chicago Beth-El, Indiana 
Sinai, Wash., D.C. Oak Park, Illinois 


Emanuel, Maryland Leo Baeck, L. A., Cal. 
Wash. Blvd., Chicago Sinai, Miami, Fla 


I. J. MILLER ASSOCIATES 


“ALL JEWISH STAFFED 
TEMPLE CAMPAIGN SPECIALISTS 


Consultation without obligation 
Write or phone collect, person-to-person to 
IRA J. MILLER, President 


30 N. LaSALLE AN 3-0298 CHICAGO 2 
707S. BROADWAY TROG66 LOS ANGELES 14 
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Pity the Poor Temple Educator! 


awe WANT to brag, but when it comes to problems, 
what temple president, executive secretary, or rabbi’s 
wife is even in the same class with the temple director 
of education? 

Most parents find themselves at the end of their wits 
trying to manage their own children. Confronted with a 
household of youngsters at a birthday party or some 
other kind of gathering, you adults quickly find your 
nerves growing raw. 

Imagine, then, what it is to look out after hundreds of 
children every week-end! And perhaps you grasp the 
scope of the problem if I tell you that the size of all 
schools is increasing and that we are meeting on more 
week-days, too! 

The principal of your religious school sets himself 
certain lofty goals. He not only wants to teach your 
child to know about Judaism, but to enjoy it. To 
achieve this end he keeps abreast of the latest techniques 
in education; he toils like a beaver; he dragoons the 
most competent teachers into joining the staff; often he 
neglects. his own children for the sake of yours; he 
plans and schemes and prays and synthesizes the often 
diverse ideas of the rabbi, the board of trustees, and 
the religious school committee. He (or she) is obliged 
to be much more ingenious than the principal of a 
public school, and because the religious school being a 
superimposition on the child’s schedule has to be twice 
as attractive to be half as tolerable. 

Your temple educator wouldn’t mind the extra exer- 
tions of his intricate task. Often he is a person who is 
idealistically attached to his work. In most cases he has 
to do it for love for he gets little else in the way of 
recompense. The chain of Jewish education, however, 
frequently fails to grasp the Jewish child because of one 
glaring weak link. You guessed it, I refer to the parents. 

If you are a salesman how long do you think you 
could stay in business if relatives of the people you 
want to sell your product to were dead set against your 
product, or indifferent to it. 

If you are a doctor, how long would your patient live 
if your prescriptions and advice were being nullified 
by members of the patient’s family ? 

If you are a religious school teacher, all of the goals 
for which you strive will evaporate if they are not 


simultaneously stressed at home. 


i PASSOVER, 1958 


The fundamental premise on which we operate is 
that knowledge of Judaism is a desirable thing. How 
many of our children see that premise substantiated 
in their own homes? 

We declare to your children that the Bible is a valu- 
able book. But what avail are our words when they 
never see their parents look at the Bible, refer to it, or 
show the slightest interest in it (except when a quiz 
show makes it a transitory news item). 

We glorify the Jewish holidays. But do you think we 
are taken seriously by children whose parents can’t 
even pronounce the names of the holidays? 

We teach that worship is a basic element in life and 
we introduce as many worship experiences as possible 
into the school life of the children. But when our con- 
tention is belied by parental apathy, aren’t we lead- 
ing the children on the path of schizophrenia rather 
than on the path of mental serenity ? 

Our task is especially complicated by the diversity 
of membership of our expanding Reform temples. 

There are parents who feel that the chief purpose of 
our curriculum is to teach their children Hebrew. To 
others, Hebrew is poison. To practically all, Hebrew 
is terra incognita. 

Some parents want their children to know the cere- 
monials. Others, however, are furious when their chil- 
dren demand certain customs, which they learned in 
the religious school, at home. There is another group 
which calmly submits to the ceremonies and patiently 
learns them from their children. Do you remember 
when Jewish education was transmitted from parents 
to children? 

Can you visualize the trouble a temple educator has 
in assembling a teaching staff? Jewish education has 
not yet been professionalized to the point where a corps 
of trained teachers in this field is available. As a re- 
sult, we must call upon public school teachers, lawyers, 
devoted mothers, etc. It is unfortunate that Reform has 
not reared a generation of learned Jews from which 
teachers are obtainable. Occasionally, we find some- 
one well versed in Reform Judaism, but more often 
than not he can’t teach or doesn’t need the income 
badly enough to try. The good teachers. on the other 


hand, are frequently not devotees of Reform. 


(Continued on next page) 








You run into real trouble when you decide you want 
your school to be operated with high standards. If you 
do this, you’re sure to get aggrieved howls from parents 
who object to the necessary accompaniment of such a 
system: strict grade-marking, home work, exams, etc. 
If you let your standards down, you get discipline 
problems, exasperated teachers, unruly classes. The re- 
sult of a let-down in standards is a lowering of the 
quality of dress occasions like Bar Mitzvahs (which are 
a chapter in themselves these days!) and Confirmation. 
And often the very parents who complained that you 
were too harsh on Georgie are the ones who will sniff 
at the poor Confirmation ceremony! Go fight the 
twentieth-century Jewish home! 

Don’t think for a moment that I have exhausted all 
of the trials of a temple educator. There isn’t enough 
room in this magazine to tell the entire story. Why do 
we persist in spite of these obstacles? Why does your 


rabbi and your educator continue to strive and to strain 


to transmit to your youngsters the sweet fruits of Jew- 
ishness? Because of our eternal hope that our efforts 
will prevail at least in part and because we see that 
gradually there is occurring an increasing appreciation 
of the true glory of what it means to be an accomplished 
Jew. We feel that this nation needs what Judaism has 
to offer and we know that it can only receive it from 
Jewish carriers who will be ignited with Judaism 
despite the dampening obstacles. We love our faith and 
we love our children and we love the parents, too, un- 
derstanding that their own ambivalence is part of the 
birth-pangs of an indigenous kind of Judaism that will 
yet bring gladness and satisfaction to our people and 
spiritual enrichment to our nation. 

As a matter of fact, we are all agreed in the Jewish 
educational field that if the parents are our biggest 
obstacles in the Judaization of their children, there is 
only one solution: educate the parents! We will, too, 
just as soon as we think up some way of doing it! 

—ANONYMOUS 


CONFERENCE ON SYNAGOGUE ART AND ARCHITECTURE 


THE 
AMERICAN 
SYNAGOGUE 


—A 
PROGRESS 
REPORT 





More than 150 architects, artists, rabbinical and lay 
leaders of congregations affiliated with the UAHC 
participated in the three day 2nd National Conference 
and Exhibit on Synagogue Architecture and Art which 
was held in New York City last December. 

Highlight of the Conference was the exhibit spon- 
sored by the Union’s Synagogue Architects Consultant 
Panel. Outstanding examples of synagogue architecture 
and art created since the first such conference in 1947 
were submitted by 34 architects and artists. The 53 
panels have now become part of the Union’s Architec- 
tural Library maintained by the Office of Synagogue 
Administration. 
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American Reform Judaism’s 85th Year 


UST FIVE MONTHS from now, as 
) the High Holy Days signal the 


start of a new Jewish year, 5719, a 
significant anniversary year will be 
ushered in for Judaism in America 
the 85th anniversary of the founding 
of the American Reform movement. 
To celebrate this, the Combined 
Campaign for American Reform Ju- 
daism is planning a year-long ob- 
servance that will embrace the entire 
Reform movement comprised — of 
more than 550 congregations and its 
more than 1,000,000 men, women, 
and children. 

Eighty-five years, to be sure. con- 
stitute a bare fraction of time in the 
history of a religion that counts its 
age in millennia. What. then, is so 
significant about the 85th anniver- 
sary of Reform Judaism, which is, 
after all. only a branch of Judaism? 

The significance lies in this: 
American Judaism today enjoys an 
eminence, strength, and power equal 
to and possibly greater than the 
spiritual force of the Judaism that 
reigned in the Hebrew kingdoms of 
antiquity—and this, in large part, it 
owes to the remarkable creative 
impulses and the giant spiritual 
forces that were generated by the 
American reformers of eighty-five 
years ago, and that have been re- 
vitalized by their successors ever 
since. 

Eighty-five years old. the Reform 
movement has made itself felt every- 
where in the American Jewish com- 
munity, and far beyond American 
shores. In this development there lies 
an historic justice that has a signifi- 
cance all its own—-for it was the 
dream. the hope. and the passionate 
objective of Isaac Mayer Wise, the 
founder of the organized Reform 
movement in America. to foster not 


Mr. Silberman is Associate General 
Chairman of the Combined Cam- 
paign for American Reform Judaism 
and this January was elected a Vice- 
Chairman of the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege-Jewish Institute of Religion 
Board of Governors. He is also Vice- 
President of the Jewish Community 
Center of White Plains, N. Y. 
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by Marvin J. Silberman 


only a Judaism in consonance with 
the modern spirit, but a Judaism so 
alive to contemporary human need 
as to unite and unify Jews every- 
where. 

Eighty-five years ago, with these 
lofty and challenging aims, Isaac M. 
Wise succeeded in creating a miracle. 
With delegates representing twenty- 
eight congregations. he established 
what he had sought for twenty-seven 
long years, from the day he first set 
foot on American soil from his na- 
tive Bohemia. On a warm July day 
in Cincinnati in the year 1873, he 
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succeeded in creating a union—the 
Union—of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations. In conceiving and estab- 
lishing this union of congregations 

the first of its kind in the Western 
Hemisphere—-he set as its primary 
and most immediate aim the creation 
of a permanent seminary for the 
training of American youth as rabbis. 
One year later, in 1874, at its first 
convention, the newly-established 
UAHC adopted this idea. The year 
following. in 1875, the new seminary 

the Hebrew Union College the 
first Rabbinic College in the Amer- 
icas. opened its doors. These doors 
have opened more widely every year 
since, not only to admit larger num- 
bers of American youth but to send 
them forth as builders and unifiers 
of Jewish faith and Jewish communi- 
ties everywhere. 

Beginning this September. there 


will be much to celebrate in Re- 


form’s 85th anniversary. To give this 
observance the full meaning it de- 
serves, let us rededicate ourselves not 
only to the inspiring vision and 
ideals that went into the creation of 
the Reform movement eighty-five 
years ago, but to the Combined 
Campaign whose chief task is the 
advancement of these very ideals to- 
day. and in the broadest way. 

Yes. in the broadest way. Here, 
let me emphasize one of our most 
serious problems. Unlike the Chris- 
tian churches, which have a mission- 
ary concept of their tasks—of carry- 
ing their theologies into selected 
areas with the aim of first winning 
adherents—we know of tens of thou- 
sands of families who, though still 
unaffiliated, want to make their lives 
in the synagogue. Our problem is 
not in winning them to Judaism, but 
in literally bringing the temple into 
their cities and neighborhoods. as 
they so earnestly desire. But for this, 
we need funds in far greater amounts 
than the Combined Campaign has 
been getting. Therefore. let us re- 
solve in our 85th year to give the 
Combined Campaign more — much 
more — than has been our practice 
to date. Let us really start helping 
more of our fellow Jews to live as 
we do—by giving more. doing more, 
working more for the Combined 
Campaign. 

In addition, let us mark our 85th 
year with a view toward our 100th 
year—a mere fifteen years hence. 
Beginning now, let us make it pos- 
sible for the Combined Campaign to 
help our Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and our Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion do the really big jobs that 
still wait to be done the formation 
of scores of new congregations; the 
strengthening of all the hundreds of 
congregations now in existence, and 
the training of many more urgently 
needed rabbis, cantors. and religious 
school educators. Let us. in the next 
fifteen years. bring nearer to realiza- 
tion the hope of our founders for a 
Jewish community totally enfolded in 
Judaism, serving God and humanity 
in a unity of faith and deed. 








Israel Turns Ten 


by David Gordon 





N INTENSE inner pride, often coupled with amaze- 
L \ ment at Israel’s progress since 1948, 


Israel's 





is the main 


tenth anni- 


reaction of American Jews on 
versary. 

Gentiles are primarily concerned with Israel's signifi- 
cance and promise as an existing political entity. Many 
think of Israel as a “little America,” accomplishing for 
the Middle East what this nation did for the Western 
Hemisphere. 

These reactions were discovered during a_ recent 
survey designed to find out just what significance 
Israel’s tenth anniversary has for people.in the United 
States. 

The 


Israel has produced “the fighting Jew.” 


‘common denominator was recognition that 

A typical view was expressed by Julius Haber, vice- 
president in charge of public relations for the RCA 
Victor Co. and newly-elected president of a suburban 
Philadelphia synagogue. He called the Israelis “a small. 
militant band” which has changed the past images of 
the Jew. 

The Jewish “man in the street” came up with such 
brief but illuminating answers to the question of the 
anniversary’s significance as the following: “It gives 
me great pleasure” and “I wish them the best of luck, as 
I would any liberal government; but I’m happy. be- 
cause they are my own people.” 

The more informed non-Jews, and the Gentile “opin- 
ion-molders,” were usually sympathetic toward Israel 
but more reserved in their opinions. Many saw little 
meaning or significance in the anniversary itself; but 
most “opinion leaders” said that while there was little 
personal significance. the anniversary, and in partic- 
ular, Israel’s existence, has importance to them and 
to the country as a whole. 

Most non-Jews were laudatory but many tempered 
their praise by mentioning Israel’s “militant attitude” 
or the problems which have arisen in the Middle East 
over the past decade. Even Gentiles quite favorably 


Mr. Gordon is a the 
Journalism, Columbia University. 


student at Graduate School of 
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REACTIONS OF AMERICAN JEWS AND NON-JEWS 







disposed toward Israel qualified their statements with 
some mention of these problems, as did a number of 
Jews. Several people urged increased diplomacy as a 
first step toward cooperation and peace. 

As for Gentile mention of Israel’s problems and be- 
havior, there was some criticism of her failure to 
handle a developing situation by according “the rights 
to others that she claims for herself.” The very prob- 
lems that Israel’s existence has raised in the Middle 
East made her existence significant for one male office 
worker. 

A former divinity student now in journalism said he 
thought of Israel in terms of the problems growing out 
of her existence. He felt that Israel must seek positive 
solutions of such matters as the refugee situation in 
order to assure her existence. which he called “good 
and worth while” despite the confusion and problems. 

With regard to the refugee situation, many were 
aware of the fact that it was Arab-caused and Arab- 
ageravated., 

In regard to identification with Israel, a graduate 
student with few overt Jewish affiliations remarked that 
“it is hard to think of the Israelis as a ‘nationality 
group. and added that he had briefly considered 
going there to live. Dr. Abraham Gannes of New York, 
a Jewish educator, pointed out that a pilgrimage to Is- 
rael has now become a must for many American Jews. 
ew Jews felt there were grounds for fear that spiritual 
and cultural affinity would be mistaken for civic al- 
legiance. 

On the other hand, a rather insecure Jewish woman 
indicated fear of any identification or involvement with 
Israel. And an extreme anti-Zionist position might be 
summed up by describing Israel as a haven for Jewish 
victims of conflict and disaster, but with its political 
program unsubsidized by outsiders. This position holds 
that Israel is in no sense a “homeland” for American 
Jews, and that “political expansionism” by the Israeli 
government must give way to a just peace in the Middle 
East. 

Consternation over the problem of dual political 


loyalty appeared very infrequently among Jews inter- 
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viewed, even among the few real “escapists” who could 
be unearthed. Surprisingly, this problem was never 
mentioned by non-Jews in the survey! One reply dis- 
posed of this matter by comparing the American Jew’s 
attitude toward Israel to that of the Irish-American 
toward the Irish Free State. 

Much attention was paid (by Jews and Gentiles 
alike) to the fact that Israel is the only outpost of 
democracy in the Middle East. Many people called it 
the only hope for democratic organization and values 
in this area of the world and termed it vitally impor- 
tant, both to.the United States and the world at large, 
as a living example of democracy. 

Dr. Laurence M. Gould, president of Carleton Col- 
lege in Northfield, Minn., and director of the U. S. 
Antarctic program for the International Geophysical 
Year, said that it is very important to the United States 
“to have a friend in the Middle East in today’s critical 
world.” He called Israel a noble experiment and ap- 
plauded its success and “magnanimous immigration 
policy,” although noting that the anniversary doesn’t 
personally concern him. 

A Jewish political science instructor at Columbia 
expressed praise for Israel’s “genuine ability to set up 
a functioning democratic system” and in the process 
avoid instability and corruption. But he deplored the 
lessening of social experimentation represented by the 
kibbutz, or cooperative agricultural settlement. Others 
said Israel was “a step forward for Western de- 
mocracy” or “a spot of civilization in an uncivilized 
area” (both reactions coming from Gentiles) as well 
as a democracy growing among “decaying nations.” 

The great progress made by Israel in all fields was 
described by both Jews and Gentiles as “astounding.” 
Several people singled out its rapid cultural develop- 
ment as especially impressive. A rabbinical student 
drew the comparison between the blossoming of Israeli 
literature and culture and the condition envisaged by 
Ahad Ha-am in which a flourishing Jewish state would 
nurture Jewish art and literature throughout the world. 

Finally, there is an undeniable spirit of optimism 
among American Jews (and some Gentiles) as regards 
Israel’s future. Several mentioned specific future anni- 
versaries on which they expect to see a more vigorous 
state in existence. The first ten years are regarded as 
the hardest, and “Israel is here to stay. despite its polit- 
ical and religious problems.” A Jewish medical student 
was sorry that the first ten years have not seen Israel 
acquire more allies but nevertheless is optimistic for 
the future. 

A different view of Israel’s future was expressed by a 
Catholic priest, who fears Israel is being used by the 


Western powers for politically expedient purposes. He 
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sees the country as “a theocracy,” but also as a west- 
ern outpost in the Middle East which is facing abandon- 
ment. And he views the Arab-Israeli clash as a battle of 
theocracies. 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of the Union Theological 
Seminary in New York views Israel as “a great ac- 
complishment,” especially with regard to its immigra- 
tion feats. He called Israel significant for the whole 
world as “an efficient and democratic country in the 
midst of the corrupt Arab world” and the tenth anni- 
versary significant for him and for all Americans “as 
we are part of the world.” 

A Negro journalist was “impressed” by Israel’s eco- 
nomic and educational accomplishments and drew a 
comparison between Israel and the new African nation 
of Ghana. He hoped that Ghana will develop as rapidly 
and successfully as Israel, and pointed out that many 
American Negroes are investing or otherwise giving 
financial support to Ghana in much the same way that 
Jews have done for Israel. 

Many Jews said they wished they could be in Israel 
to help celebrate the anniversary, and a collegiate 
member of Habonim stated confidently that he expects 
to be there for the 12th anniversary. He also expressed 
pride in Israel’s survival under adverse conditions, but 
claimed that this anniversary has little special signifi- 
cance for the Israelis (as would the 13th or 18th), and 
is being used to attract tourists to the country. 

The effect on self-esteem is well summed up in a 
statement made by a writer living in White Plains, N.Y. 
He said that Israel’s existence has meant “ten years of 
walking more erect than would have been possible for 
me as a Jew a decade ago.” He explained that this 
phenomenon has increased with every passing year 
and added, “Israel’s existence has made me increasingly 
proud of my Jewish background.” 

A non-afhliated graduate student said that he had en- 
countered some feeling that “the Israelis are making 
too much trouble,” and a rabbinical student noted that 
Israel’s existence “forced American Jews off the fence” 
and into an affiliation or a break with Judaism. But he 
could recount little evidence of raised status in his own 
life. And a high school student could report only that 
she had been increasingly proud of her Jewishness in 
a Gentile schoo] environment following last year’s Sinai 
Peninsula campaign. 

Finally, a college girl of fairly religious background 
expressed an interesting fear. She hoped that Zionism 
would not replace religious Judaism. 

And a Reform Jew asserted that Reform’s stress on 
prophetic Judaism and Israel’s similar stress make a 


Reform movement in Israel a “natural.” 











Have the Germans Really Atoned? 


by Alex Bauer 


HIs TOPIC has become very popular in the past year. 
Th is quite interesting to watch the trend in Ger- 
many as expressed in the plan of the Berlin City 
Council to rebuild the wrecked Fasanenstrasse Syna- 
gogue, as described by Rabbi Leon Fram in a recent 
issue of this magazine. 

However, the conclusions which Rabbi Fram drew 
from his observations during a study tour are in my 
opinion a mixture of facts, hearsay, and wishful think- 
ing, and must be considered as dangerous as most half- 
truths are. 

Since I spent several weeks in Germany every year 
for the last five years and discussed the situation fre- 
quently with my German friends | feel qualified to 
clear up the following points: 

1. The German Government under its present lead- 
ership is beyond doubt convinced that the crimes com- 
mitted by the Nazis should be atoned. Chancellor 
Adenauer, who with his family suffered so much from 
the Nazi persecution, represents this attitude in the 
noblest way. But it would be a dangerous fallacy to 
assume that this mood of atonement applies to the 
majority of the German people. Most of them think 
of the time when Jews were a part of the German 
society as an event of the past and do not want to be 
reminded of the unpleasant Hitler episode. They shake 
off their own responsibility for all the cruelties as the 
acts of madmen with whom they had nothing in com- 
mon. Since they did not approve of the crimes or did 
not even know how the Jews perished, they feel that 
they have no reason to atone. 

2. The Jews who live in Germany today did not come 
back because the Germans desired their return. Actu- 
ally they can be divided into four categories: 

a. The Jewish partners of mixed marriages who 
had been allowed to stay. 

b. The remnants of the D. P. camps who had been 
brought in from other countries and had no place to go. 

c. Old folks who wanted to utilize their pensions 
or restitution payments. 

d. People who had emigrated and had not made 
A native of Germany, Mr. Bauer is a member of Temple 
Israel, New Rochelle. He writes in reply to a recent article 
in this magazine by Rabbi Leon Fram of Detroit, who de- 
clared that the Germans “have atoned.” 
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good in their new environments. This group has grown 
recently because the spectacular come-back of the 
German economy tends to offer them “golden op- 
portunities.” 

It is evident that those in the last three categories 
have been mainly attracted by the hope of creating 
better economic conditions for themselves. It is to be 
hoped that they constitute only a short chapter of the 
“after-the-Nazis” life of Jews in Germany for their own 
good. It would be the same mistake which the French 
noblemen made when they returned to France after 
the Napoleonic wars. The proverb which came up at 
the time: “They have not learned and have not for- 
gotten anything.” would weigh more heavily on our 
future. Jews lived in Germany as long as in any country 
of Europe, namely since the days of the Roman Empire. 
They have been tortured and killed, deprived of their 
human rights and their earthly belongings since the 
time of the First Crusade, throughout the Middle Ages 
and on to the nineteenth century. As many times as 
they were expelled, just as often they came back to face 
a repetition of their fathers’ destiny. 

Are we ever going to learn from such a sad experi- 
ence for our children’s sake? 

While I fully agree with Rabbi Fram that we should 
believe in man’s capacity for repentance, I think we 
have no right to experiment with the future of a coming 
generation. 

The Jewish history is filled with the examples of 
persecution and extinction. We teach our children this 
history every Seder from the days of slavery in Egypt 
to our time but we make one grave mistake: we fail to 
explain the cause that led up to these unhealthy or 
unbalanced situations. If we analyze our shortcomings 
we will find reasons for troubles we encountered and 
will then try to avoid them in the future. 

It would certainly be a step in the right direction 
were the State of Israel to enter diplomatic relations 
with the State of Germany. We Jews should make 
every effort to be as friendly with the Germans as we 
expect them to behave toward us. But we should not 
trespass beyond the status of mutual respect. A re- 
settlement in Germany should be stricken from our 


minds. 
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OME TIME AGO this magazine 

featured fathers and sons who 
were rabbis. An announcement 
that we would like to report on 
fathers and sons who were temple 
presidents evoked many responses. 
Pictured on these pages are some of 
the family combinations which 
have given leadership to some of 
our temples. The list is far from 
complete; other names are wel- 
come. 

In Knoxville, Tenn., the family 
of the late Jacob Reich has often 
led Temple Beth El. Jacob’s two 
sons, Edward and Morris, served 
as presidents; so have two sons-in- 






IN KNOXVILLE 
(from top down), 
the late Jacob 
Reich; sons Edward 
(left) and Morris; 
(below) grandson 
Melville Goldburger 
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TEMPLE PRESIDENTS: | 1 


law, Samuel G. Herrmann and 
David Blumberg, and grandson, 
Melville Goldberger, the present in- 
cumbent. Beth El has also been 
presided over by Morris Deitch and 
his son, Edwin. 

In Waco, Texas, the late Sam 
Sanger was subsequently succeeded 
as president of Rodef Sholom by 
his sons, Asher, Charles and Alex, 
and still later, by grandson Philip. 

In Austin, Texas, Temple Beth 
Israel was led by the late Joseph 
Koen from 1900 to 1944; son Wil- 
liam J. was a successor. 

In Detroit, Mich., the Welt fam- 
ily is notable for the presidencies of 


a 


IN MEMPHIS, the late J. C. Felsenthal 
(left) and son, Edward. 





IN AUSTIN, the late Joseph Koen (left) 
and son, William J. 


the late Louis and his sons, Melville 


S. and Joseph M. pil 
In New Haven, Conn., Mishkan de 

Israel claims several sets of multi- 

generation presidents. When Dr. Ja 


Bernhard A. Rowkowski was presi- Te 
dent, he looked back on a grand- su 
father, Moses Mann, and a great- 


grandfather, Michael Milander. de 
who preceded him in that post. Ch 
Another set of presidents was Alex- an 


ander Cahn and his son, Alexander. 
and Max Adler and son, Frederick. M. 


In Boston, Mass., the present in- fo 
cumbent, John Morse, is the son Er 
and grandson of Temple Israel on 
presidents. his 








IN WACO (from top down), the late Sam \ 
Sanger; sons, Alex (left) and Charley; son | IN 
Asher (lower left) and grandson, Philip. ar 
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FATHERS AND SONS 


In Concord, N. H., Harry Sha- 
piro and son, Milton, were presi- 
dents of Temple Beth Jacob. 

In Memphis, Tenn., the late 
Jacob C. Felsenthal, president of 
Temple Israel, was subsequently 
succeeded by his son, Edward. 

In Jacksonville, Florida, presi- 
dents of Congregation Ahavath 
Chesed included Simon Benjamin 
and his son, Julien. 

In Wilmington, Del., Adolph 
Markel, Jr., a grandson of the 
founder of Congregation Beth 


Emeth, is now president, a post 
once held by his father and two of 
his uncles. Mr. Markel was recently 


IN DETROIT, the late Louis Welt (above) 
and sons, Melville S. (left) and Joseph M. 
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elected president of the Mid-Atlan- 
tic Council of the UAHC. 

In Glencoe, Ill., Alan J. Alt- 
heimer, current incumbent at North 
Shore Congregation Israel, fol- 
lowed the precedent of his father, 
Maurice J., former president of 
B’nai Israel of Little Rock, Ark. 

In Great Neck, N. Y., Bernard A. 
Helfat of Temple Emanuel says he 
learned how to be a temple presi- 
dent from his father, J. Nathan, 
once head of Temple Israel, Law- 
rence, N. Y. 

In Baton Rouge, La., Byron Kan- 
trow is a successor of his father as 
president of Temple B'nai Israel. 





IN CONCORD, Milton Shapiro (left) and 
father, Harry. 





IN NEW HAVEN, the late Moses Mann 
(left) and grandson, Dr. Bernhard A. Row- 
kowski. 








ADOLPH MARKEL, JR. is president and son 
of a president of Congregation Beth Emeth, 
Wilmington, Ky. 
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IN JACKSONVILLE, Simon Benjamin (left) 
and son, Julien. 





IN GREAT NECK, Bernard A. Helfat (left) 
and father, J. Nathan. 








A Ritual Guide 


Further Comment on a Guide 


for Reform Judaism 


Epitor’s Note: No subject is more often discussed in 
congregutional circles than the one of whether or not 
Reform Judaism needs a ritual guide. The matter oc- 
cupied the attention of delegates at the Union's last 
Biennial Assembly in Toronto and will no doubt again 
evoke discussion at the next convention, scheduled for 
November, 1959, at Miami Beach. Herewith more ob- 


servations on this question. Your opinions are int ited. 


WE NEED IT 

BY Mrs. Irvinc N. TRACHTENBERG. 7 reasurer, 

Temple Beth Israel Sisterhood. Portland. Ore. 

We need an official guide if we are to preserve Judaism. 
We need it for a better understanding of the re- 

quirements of our faith. We need it in order to explain 

Judaism to our children and to our neighbors. We 

need it because modern parents simply need help in 

discovering how to practice Judaism in their homes 

and how to transmit that knowledge to the next 


generation. 


NO CODIFICATION 

BY M. J. Roruscuivp, Past-President, 
Congregation Beth-Or, Montgomery. Ala. 

I see no objection to drafting the basic principles and 
customs of Reform. These could be used not as a guide 
but as guidance for those congregations which want it. 
It should be especially useful to groups which are new 
to Reform. 

Even such an outline should be subject to frequent 
review, to keep pace with our changing society and 
with changing points of view within our movement. 
It is important that the autonomy of each congrega- 
tion be preserved, hence there should be no suggestion 
of obligation. As long as there is no rigid codification, 


a listing of practices would not be objectionable. 


A NECESSITY 
BY Dr. A. S. Narorzky. President, 
Temple Beth Sholom, Ishpeming. Mich. 
{ guide is a necessity. It would mean more uniformity 
in the type of services in Reform congregations. 

1 feel confident that individual variations in ritual 
could still prevail, even with a guide. But guidance 


is essential. 
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(Upper) M. J. Rothschild 
(Middle) Dr. A. S. Narotzky 
Lower) Stanley Fidanque 


(Upper) Mrs. Richard M. Bleier 
Middle) Charles G. Casseres 
(Lower) Morris Feller 


A LIST OF PRACTICES 

BY STANLEY FIpaANQue, President. 

Congregation Kol Shearith Israel, Panama, R. P. 
The essence of Reform is continuous change, not one 
change, and then a settling down to a new Orthodoxy. 
However. if there are some who wish guidance, a list 
of practices which prevail should be available, since 
such a list would in no way affect those who do not 
wish guidance. But it must be made clear that the docu- 


ment may be revised regularly as customs change. 


A CAGE 

BY ADOLPH Marke, Jr.. President. 
Temple Beth Emeth, Wilmington, Del. 
A guide or a code serves as a cage. holding minds 
captive. 

When freedom is first realized there is a tendency 
to shy away from all that is associated with compul- 
sion. both good and bad. In time. we go back and 
pick up the important basic practices of our own 
accord. And when it is of our own accord we do it 
with a dedication which is absent where compulsion 
exists. 


| 1us. teform las been restoring various ceremonies 
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which we think will bring us and our children benefit 
and produce a strong impression. Hence, a listing of 
the procedures in various congregations will be useful. 
as long as the choice lies with each temple. That which 
is freely chosen is adhered to with the greatest devo- 
tion. The spirit of Reform, let us never forget, is free- 


dom from dogma. 


GIVE US FREEDOM 
BY Mrs. Ricuarp M. Bieter, | ice-President. 
Sisterhood, Temple Beth El, Chappaqua, N. Y. 
Ritual is an important visual aid which increases our 
understanding of our faith and dramatizes it. It also 
adds warmth and color to our lives. We must continu- 
ally experiment with our customs towards the end of 
making them ever more significant. A guide would 
tend to restrain our experimentation. 

Actually. every congregation has a guide: the rabbi. 
He knows the field of ritual and can give the member- 


ship the knowledge needed in this vital area. 


REFORM IS EVOLUTION 
BY CHARLES GomMEs Casseres. President, 
Temple Emanuel, Curacao, N. W. I. 


Reform must be kept free from dogma and from Tal- 


mudic do’s and don'ts which, however much we may 
admire them for their original wisdom, have long ago 
outlived the times and conditions for which they were 
intended. 

The evolutionary aspect of Reform is one of its 
greatest merits. It has evolved in the past and will con- 
tinue to do so. if its progressive spirit is kept alive and 
it is not hampered by any time- and place-bound set 
of regulations. This is true not only of Reform, but of 


Judaism itself. 


REFORM HAS A GUIDE 
BY Morris Fever. President. 
Beth Sholom, Park Forest. Il. 


We already have a guide: “It hath been told thee, O 
man, what is good, and what the Lord doth require of 
thee: only to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with thy God.” Within this general framework, it 
might be more in keeping with the spirit of our faith 
if each congregation would develop some practices of 
its own, in a creative manner. We might then have no 
differences which disturb but contrasts which would 
serve to strengthen each congregation. its membership, 


and the texture of the Union as a whole. 
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Now There Are 


Five UAHC Camps 


I ncreastety, the camp is being 
added to classroom and board room 
as a site for conferences and educa- 
tion — for youth and old. 

With the acquisition in recent 
months of three new ones, there are 
now five UAHC camps in various 
parts of the country. 

The pioneering region. with re- 
gard to camps, was the Chicago 
Federation of the UAHC, which, un- 
der the leadership of Mr. J. S. Ack- 
erman, now chairman of the national 
Committee on Camp Institutes, se- 
cured the camp at Oconomowoc, Wis- 
consin, which has been the scene 
of many institutes, retreats, and con- 
ferences under the auspices of the 
National Federation of Teriple 
Youth, youth groups. and individual 
temples. 

The second UAHC camp is the 
one in Saratoga, California, 203 
acres of “paradise” utilized by many 
Western Reform groups. 

And now three new camps have 
been added: (1) The Camp for Liv- 
ing Judaism, Great Barrington, 
Mass., a 600-acre estate purchased 
by the New York Federation of Re- 
form Synagogues: (2) The Betty 
and Joseph Harlam Cemp, Kresge- 
ville, Pa.. and (3) a camp near In- 
dianapolis, formerly known as Big 
Eagle, acquired by the Ohio Valley 
UAHC Council. Other regional coun- 
cils are searching for camp sites. 

The outstanding gift to the camp 
program came from Mr. Joseph Har- 
lam, president of the Winton Coal 
Mining Co. of Hazleton. Pa., where 
he is a civic leader and vice-presi- 
dent of Temple Beth Israel. A mem- 
ber of the UAHC national executive 
board, Mr. Harlam has stated that 
his $75,000 gift is his tribute to the 
character-building value of educa- 
tional encampments. 

UAHC staff members who are 
helping with the camp programs are 
Rabbi Erwin Herman, New York; 
Rabbi Leonard Zion, New York; and 
Philip Brin, Chicago. 
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THE BETTY AND JOSEPH HARLAM CAMP, Kresgeville, Pa. (Insert) Joseph Harlam 
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The Family 
of Man 


by Rabbi 


Alexander A, Steinbach 


OU ARE A good father, and you 
love your children dearly. They 
are the loveliest blooms in your 
family garden. You provide for their 
needs; you shelter and nurture them 
in their tender childhood. You watch 
and guide their adolescence, and are 
there to rejoice when they become 
mature and self-sufficient. 

This is as it should be. Anything 
less would constitute parental in- 
difference, if not sheer dereliction. 
But have you truly attained the lofti- 
est plane of father love? It is a 
psychological truism that a man who 
has the capacity to love only his own 
showers his affection upon that which 
is a projection of himself. This 
strongly suggests that what often 
masks as father love may. in a sense. 
be an unconscious expression of self- 
love. 

Daily, from the moment of birth, 
there ‘are children who cry cease- 
lessly for love they never receive. 
They are starved for affection which 
they desperately need as their spirit- 
ual and emotional food. If you have 
it in your heart to love all children. 
these as well as your own, you will 
be a good father. You will grow into 
a miniature replica of God the 
Father. 


% * * 


You love your family, and well you 
should. A family is the ripened fruit 
of two sublime loves whose union 
brings sanctification to two lives. 
More precious than the jewels in a 
queen’s coronet, of greater worth 
than all the burnished gold in the 
chariots of the stars, is the chain of 
family love that links its members 
together. 

But there is a larger family that 
comprises the whole of humanity. 
Its members are dispersed through- 
out our far-flung planet. They form 





Rabbi Steinbach serves Temple Aha- 
vath Sholom, Brooklyn, New York. 
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| Fort Wayne and New Haven Temples 
| exceed building fund goals 


Here are the results of successful fund-raising campaigns directed by 


Haven, Connecticut. 


GOAL: $750,000 





| Ketchum, Inc. for congregations in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and New 


CONGREGATION B’NAI JACOB, New Haven, Conn. 


PLEDGED: $763,603 


**.... Splendid guidance . . . Not only did we reach our goal but it was 
a joy to work with your representatives. They injected a note of unity 
and dedication from the moment they started.”’ 


Harry Barnett, Chairman 


“Not only did your representatives help us to reach our goal, but 
they also left a united and pleased congregation ready to complete its 
task of building a House of God. 


Rabbi Joseph T abachnik 








| TEMPLE ACHDUTH VESHOLOM, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


GOAL: $350,000 


PLEDGED: $403,000 


“After our experience with your representatives, I wish to go on record 
as saying that whatever the expense involved, it has been fully justified 
from every point of view. I am sure your representatives are two of 


the finest men I have ever worked with.””—A. L. Berk, Campaign Chairman 





We will be happy to discuss your fund-raising problem with you without obligation 





| ~s KETCHUM, INC 
| . a 
Direction of Fund-Raising Campaigns 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING 


PITTSBURGH 19, PA. 


$00 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, NEW YORK 


JOHNSTON BUILDING, CHARLOTTE 2, NORTH CAROLINA 








several races; they converse in a 
babel of differing tongues; they are 
divided into nations differentiated 
from one another by a diversity of 
mores, laws, and social institutions. 

They all belong, however. to one 
and the same family: Mankind. A 
spiritual kindred binds them together 
by virtue of their descent from a 
common ancestor. Learn to love this 
larger family. Labor to unite all its 
members in a rhapsody of brother- 
hood that will arouse an answering 
cadence in every heart. This will be 


the highest expression of family love. | 





What Every | p IT FE R 


Should Know About 
Publishing His Own Book 


Devastating excerpts from $3.50 bestseller 
ROGUE OF PUBLISHERS’ ROW (Clark Kinnaird 
says: “No other publisher in’ memory has 
come anywhere near it in frankness."’) Answers 
questions on contracts, editorial prejudices 
and the current literary market. Also reprints 
of articles and other material for professionals 
only—all in one illustrated booklet. Send 25¢ 
in coin to AUTHOR AIDS DEPT. 














EXPOSITION PRESS * 386 4thAve.,N.Y.16 


19 



























THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE BROTHERKOODS 

















Adult Education at Temple Israel 
By Melvin S. Harris 


Executive Director, Temple Israel. Columbus, Ohio 


T HAS BEEN SAID that there is a 
I resurgence of religion, a return 
to religion. At the same time, there 
appears to be a distinct interest 
in comparative religions. 

Week after week, for the past 
several years, the Temple Israel of- 
fice has been deluged with tele- 
phone calls from Christian min- 
isters, teachers of their Sunday 
Schools, program chairmen of their 
Parent-Teacher Associations and 
church youth groups as well as 
adult groups. The request in each 
case was pretty much the same: 
“We should like to have someone 
speak to us on Judaism—the Jew- 
ish religion or the Jewish holidays 
or the Jewish Interpretation of the 
Ten Commandments.” 

Those who are active in temple 
work can well appreciate the fact 
that there were not nearly enough 
people qualified to accept the my- 
riad of invitations received. Those 
who were in a position to speak 
could accept only a limited num- 
ber of engagements. 

The Temple Israel Brotherhood 
became aware of this problem and 
its Adult Education Committee, 
under the chairmanship of Asher 
Moser, a Vice-President, decided to 
take this on as a project. After 
discussing the problem with Rabbi 
Jerome D. Folkman, we decided to 
sponsor classes in Judaism. 

The sessions are held in groups 
of three and are open to all mem- 
bers of the congregation. Each ses- 
sion is conducted by Dr. Folkman. 
The lectures relate to Judaism as 
a religion with special reference to 
Reform Judaism. Particular em- 
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phasis is placed on the questions 
most often asked by Christian 
groups about Jews and Judaism. 

Attendance is not limited only 
to those who are willing to accept 
speaking engagements. Any mem- 
ber of the congregation is invited 
to-attend these lectures. 

The program met with instant 
response and immediate success. It 
served a two-fold purpose: In addi- 
tion to preparing and indoctrinat- 
ing men and women to speak 
before non-Jewish groups on Ju- 
daism, the classes have met the 
challenge of the day by teaching 
Jews about their Judaism. 

It was thought, originally, that 
four or five men might find the 
time to attend the lectures, on 
Sunday mornings for one hour. 
Some five times this number came 
out for the first “set of three” 
courses on Judaism. It was so well 
received, and so many more wished 
to participate, that the course was 
repeated. 

The Temple Adult Education 
Committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Dr. Harold L. Monett. a 
member of the executive board of 
the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods and of the Temple 
Israel Board of Trustees. organized 
a Sunday Morning Breakfast Club. 
Parents who bring their children to 
Religious School and others who 
are interested attend the class. After 
breakfast, they buckle down to an 
hour, and more often than not two 
hours, of concentrated discussion 
on Reform Judaism, the prayers, 
fact or legend of the Bible and a 
host of other stimulating subjects. 


An Adult Education Fund has 
been started. Contributions to this 
fund defray the cost of the Sunday 
Morning Breakfasts. 

Besides developing an under- 
standing and appreciation of Juda- 
ism, those attending the classes are 
finding new reasons for attending 
Sabbath services, a fresh and a 
stimulating approach to the Bible 
and to prayer. As a result, the ac- 
tivities in the temple are being re- 
vitalized. Members are asking to be 
placed on committees. Religious 
services are better attended and 
temple affiliated organizations are 
increasing their activities. 


Home Book Program 
Spurs Jewish Study 


NFTB’S Home Book Program, de- 
signed to educate Jews about their 
Judaism by advancing adult educa- 
tion among brotherhood members, 
is being well received throughout 
the country. It gives brotherhood 
members an opportunity to have in 
their homes the same books the Jew- 
ish Chautauqua Society donates to 
college libraries. 

A supplement recommending a 
new book, “The Story of Judaism,” 
by Rabbi Bernard J. Bamberger, 
for use by brotherhood — study 
groups was issued in February. Ear- 
lier this year, another new book, 
“Our Jewish Heritage” by Joseph 
Gaer and Rabbi Alfred Wolf was 
featured. 

NFTB, in’ stimulating Jewish 
study, strongly advocates formulat- 
ing an adult education program to 
bring Judaism into modern focus. 

NFTB’s Religious Emphasis 
Committee, under the chairmanship 
of J. Jacques Stone, of New York, 
vice president, is planning a new 
national adult education program 
to be released in the Fall. 
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Brotherhood in the News 





ARKUSH HONORED — Plaques for their leadership of national affiliates were awarded to three Californians at a biennial convention of 
the UAHC Southern California Council in Los Angeles, January 5. Shown at left are: (I. to r.) Louis J. Freehof, Temple Emanu-El, San Fran- 
cisco, president, National Association of Temple Secretaries; J. Robert Arkush, president, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods; Mrs. 
Henry Monsky, president, National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, and Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin, who made the presentations, all of Wil- 
shire Boulevard Temple, Los Angeles. At right, David Sheinart, Beverly Hills, president, Southern California Council, NFTB, takes the floor of 
a Brotherhood Breakfast Workshop, a feature of the two-day conclave. 





NFTB CLUB SERVICE — Sylvan Lebow (left), NFTB Executive Director, 
on a 6500-mile field trip throughout the Southwest, met with brother- 
hood and temple leaders February 10 at Temple Emanu-El, Tucson, 
Arizona. 


BROOKLYN MAN-OF-THE-YEAR award was presented to Meier Stein- 
brink (left), former Justice of the New York State Supreme Court, by 
Congressman Emanuel Celler at annual meeting of Brooklyn Confer- 
ence of Temple Brotherhoods, January 19, at Temple Ahavath Sholom, 
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PROFILES 


about men who have 
rendered outstanding 
service to brotherhood 


ECOGNITION OF THE SYNAGOGUE 
R as more than just a house of 
worship was a motivating force in 
the national leadership of Charles 
P. Kramer. He served two terms as 
NFTB president, from 1931 to 
1933, as successor to the first presi- 
dent, the late Roger W. Straus, and 
again from 1941 to 1943. 

“A congregation needs manpow- 
er,’ Mr. Kramer points out, “to 
work for broader participation in 
the projects of the temple and our 
faith. A brotherhood can do much 
to help develop that manpower. We 
need men who not only come out to 
meetings to listen to speakers, but 
who will give of themselves by way 
of service and leadership. That is 
the only way to develop a better in- 
formed and more dedicated Reform 
Jewish laity.” 

Still participating in national and 
local activities of brotherhood and 
temple, Mr. Kramer is an honorary 
member of the NFTB Board, and 
his mature advice is constantly 
sought on major problems of the 
movement. 

Mr. Kramer has rendered dis- 
tinguished service to many Jewish 
organizations. In this service he 
notes that he has always tried “to 
champion those causes that had 
noble purpose and a true spirit of 
community betterment.” The insti- 
tutions he has served know well that 
he has given generously of his time 
and substance. He is a former mem- 
ber of the UAHC Board. For 20 
years, he has been a guiding spirit 
of the Synagogue Council of Amer- 
ica, the only organization repre- 
senting all three branches of Juda- 
ism—Reform, Conservative and Or- 
thodox; he served as its secretary 
for 10 years. He is treasurer of the 
Jewish Statistical Bureau, which 
gathers important data about Jews 
in the United States. He also served 
as chairman of the American Pro- 
Falasha Committee, to help educate 
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Charles P. Kramer 


Ethiopian Jews to perpetuate their 
faith. He organized and was presi- 
dent of the West Side Y.M.H.A. and 
helped to organize the Washington 
Heights Y.M.H.A. 

Mr. Kramer’s wife, Dora, joins 
him in his devotion to many Jewish 
causes. They reside at 59 W. 12th 
St. in New York City and have a 
country home in North Salem, 
Westchester County. They have a 
son, Herbert, in West Hartford, 
Conn., the father of their seven 
grandchildren, aged 4 months to 11 
years. 

Already life members of the Jew- 
ish Chautauqua Society, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kramer at the Biennial Con- 
vention in Pittsburgh, last Novem- 
ber, took out a second life member- 
ship in honor of their seven grand- 
children, “because they are too 
young now to become life members 
themselves.” 

Mr. Kramer has been practicing 
law for 46 years. He was born in 
New York City in 1891 and re- 
ceived his law degree from New 
York University in 1911. He got his 
education “the hard way,” attend- 
ing night schools for 10 years after 
public school, and yet he also found 
time to go to Hebrew School. His 
father was a Talmudic scholar and 
teacher and both of his grandfa- 
thers were itinerant preachers. 

As he looks out the window of his 
office at 68 William St., in the Wall 





St. district, Mr. Kramer recalls that 
at the age of 14 he managed a near- 
by news stand. Later he worked for 
the City Legal Department, and it 
was then that he decided to become 
a lawyer. 

Now a member of the Central 
Synagogue and Village Temple, 
which is near his home, in New 
York City, Mr. Kramer in 1925 
helped organize the Brotherhood of 
Temple Israel of Far Rockaway, 
now Temple Israel of Lawrence, 
L.1., and was one of its first presi- 
dents. He is one of the organizers of 
the Metropolitan Conference of 
Temple Brotherhoods, which now 
comprise 80° temple men’s clubs in 
the New York Metropolitan area, 
and he was its president for five 
years. 

Charles recalls that a highly suc- 
cessful metropolitan joint brother- 
hood function of those days (which 
might well be revived today) was 
an annual Chanukah dinner meet- 
ing in a hotel or temple. These were 
outstanding religious events, which 
attracted large crowds. They were 
held not only in New York, but 
throughout the country, and were 
addressed by leading rabbis and 
laymen. Inspiring musical pro- 
grams were presented by cantors 
and choral groups. A feature of the 
meeting was a simultaneous light- 
ing of Menorahs, one at the head 
table and one at every other table. 

The continued dedicated service 
of Charles Kramer is a shining light 
for younger men, more recently 
coming into the brotherhood lead- 
ership, to follow. 


W elcome, 


New Affiliates 


Denver, Colo., CONGREGATION 
MICAH MEN’S CLUB, Pres., Dr. 
Aaron Shwayder; Rochester, N.Y., 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL MEN’S 
CLUB, Pres., Harry Hamburg; 
Uniontown, Pa., TEMPLE ISRAEL 
MEN’S CLUB, Pres., Arthur Sny- 
der; Redondo Beach, Calif., TEM- 
PLE MENORAH BROTHER. 
HOOD, Pres., Seymour Uberman; 
Monroeville, Pa., MEN’S CLUB 
OF TEMPLE DAVID, Pres., Ber- 
nard J. Schwartz; Covina, Calif., 
TEMPLE SHOLOM BROTHER- 
HOOD, Pres., Albert Stanly. 
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Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


Jewish Chautauqua Society 


No Nobler Cause 


by Theodore R. McKeldin, Governor of Maryland 


On January 21, 1958 at a meeting 
of Har Sinai Brotherhood in Balti- 
more, an NFTB-JCS citation was 
presented to Governor McKeld:n as 
an “eloquent spokesman for better 
interfaith understanding, untiring 
and dedicated worker in the cause 
of brotherhood, and champion of 
many worthy Jewish causes.” These 
magnificent acceptance remarks 
demonstrate the significance of the 
award and the spirit in which it 
was given. 


AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL to the Na- 

tional Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods and its Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society for the Society’s Na- 
tional Award. It is a truly high 
honor to be singled out for com- 
mendation in an area of human 
relations in which so many de- 
voted and dedicated men and 
women are contributing not only 
of their talents, but of themselves 
as living examples towards the at- 
tainment of brotherhood and a 
better interfaith understanding. | 
know of no nobler cause that any- 
one can serve. 

It might interest you to learn that 
I have heretofore been honored by 
the Yeshiva University and the 
Mizrachi Women’s Organization, 
who are at the Orthodox end of the 
Jewish spectrum, and by the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary and the 
United Synagogue of America, who 
are generally considered to speak 
for the Conservative groups. Now 
that also you, who represent the 
Reform elements in Jewry, have 
generously selected me for this rec- 
ognition, I feel as if I have earned 
a special award for serving as com- 
mon ground for intra-faith under- 
standing. as well. 
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In my own small way, | may add, 
| also represent a personal inter- 
faith program. I am an Episcopa- 
lian brought up as a Methodist and, 
as you have already learned, my 
interests in Judaism are catholic — 
with a small “c”. 

Inter-faith understanding is no 
different in principle than any 
understanding between persons or 
groups holding divergent views. It 
presupposes that differences exist 
and that the right to differ is an 
indispensable element of freedom. 
There are only two necessary con- 
ditions: (1) That in differing we 
do not seek to impose our views 
one on another; and (2) That 
such views do not infringe on 
the equal rights or security of 
another. 

Inter-faith understanding does 
not mean inter-faith agreement. It 
means the recognition of and re- 
spect for another faith, provided it 
subscribes to the moral and ethical 
code. No moral code, and therefore 
no religious faith, can countenance 
hatred, or prejudice, or bigotry 
against a person because he arrives 
at the same ethical concepts and 
moral conduct by another faith. 

If I believe that, as I do, then | 
must believe in the brotherhood of 
all men who practice and live by 
that code. For easy identification. 
we speak of ourselves as Protes- 
tants. Catholics or Jews. and others 
identify us by race or color. But ] 
view people not in the context of 
their group associations, nor their 
antecedents, nor their pigmenta- 
tion, but as individuals whom God 
created in His image and beside 
whom I want to stand so long as 
we strive to reflect that image. 





I am particularly gratified that 
the Jewish Chautauqua Society is 
one of the donors of this award. | 
have acquainted myself with the 
magnificent work of the Society in 
bringing to the colleges and uni- 
versities of our country its mes- 
sage of understanding. The stu- 
dent bodies of our institutions 
of higher learning today are the 
molders of the public opinion of 
tomorrow. To reach those _ intel- 
lects, and to provide the counter- 
weight for sometime biased emo- 
tional reactions arising out of 
warped instincts, is of the highest 
significance and value not only to 
the victim of the prejudice, but 
perhaps even more so to its posses- 
sor. In many cases it results from 
a blind spot caused by sheer ig- 
norance which prevents under- 
standing. | know that your or- 
ganization has been and is making 
an effective contribution towards 
dissipating this miasma of misin- 
formation which assails otherwise 
informed and reasoning minds. 

Whether I have truly earned this 
honor up to this point. I do not 
know: although quite naturally | 
am ready to accept your verdict in 
the matter. But this I assure you: | 
will do my utmost to continue my 
efforts to be worthy of this award 
so long as I am given the power and 
the strength to do so. 
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A Christian Student’s Reaction 
to a Rabbi’s College Lectures 


By Richard Yates, Ripon, Wis. 


Chairman, Religious Council, 


Claremont Men’s College, Claremont, Calif. 


ABBI WILLIAM KRAMER, of Tem- 

ple Israel of Hollywood, Calif.. 
visited the Claremont colleges on 
October 24, 1957, as the representa- 
tive of the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety. He was the first speaker in a 
series of four discussions on the 
basic religious faiths of America. 
These discussions, set up by the Re- 
ligious Council of Claremont Men’s 
College. have as their goal the elimi- 
nation or lessening of prejudice and 
intolerance based on ignorance. 

The rabbi spoke twice in Clare- 
mont, at the Vesper Services at 
Scripps College for Women, and at 
an evening meeting at Claremont 
Men’s College. Both talks were quite 
well attended, and in the evening 
the audience included a number of 
people who had heard the afternoon 
talk and discussion and were anx- 
ious to hear Rabbi Kramer speak 
again .and learn more from him 
about Judaism. 

The effects on the student body 
were very pleasant and rewarding. 
First. the rabbi’s talk was discussed 
over meals for a couple of days. 
which is unusual in a college where 
often religious interest is very 
slight. In addition, in religious dis- 
cussions in classes and in bull and 
hen sessions. the statement. “Well. 
according to Rabbi Kramer.” etc.. 
was prominent. The rabbi set a very 
high standard for following speak- 
ers by his talk, and now, before any 
speaker we have, the students ask 
if the man is “as good as Rabbi 
Kramer.” 

While I could not say that the 
talks converted people to Judaism. 
they certainly pointed out areas 
where each man could and would 
question his own faith and where 
changes of belief would be either 
necessary or likely in order to find 
that which the man truly believed 
and could accept. 

Those are the easily seen, exter- 
nal results. It is somewhat harder to 
say what the internal reaction was. 
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but using myself as an example, I 
will attempt to make an estimate. 

The first thing about the rabbi’s 
talk was that it cleared up many 
questions | had about the Jewish 
faith. | learned more about the vari- 
ous beliefs of the faith, as contrast- 
ed with my own. I found areas of 
agreement, and areas where there is 
some difference. | now see that the 
differences are not such terribly 
great ones as so many people be- 
lieve. The rabbi’s discussion of the 
branches of Judaism was interest- 
ing. as was his information about 
the growth of the faith. which so 
many Christians overlook in their 
viewing of Judaism. 

In the question and discussion 
session, | found it possible to ask 
Rabbi Kramer a variety of ques- 
tions which cleared up points cov- 
ered in his formal talk. Through the 
combination of questions and the 
talk. my knowledge and under- 
standing of the Jewish faith was 
increased greatly. 

| know, from talking with quite a 
few of the men who attended the 
lecture. that the rabbi succeeded in 
making Judaism a living and under- 
standable faith to them. This is, of 
course. the most desirable of re- 
sults, for only through knowledge 
and understanding can come the 
most desired of all ends, peace and 
cooperation among all men. 


New Life Members 


Five new life memberships in 
the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
were announced recently: Louis L. 
Sline. Houston: Maurice Sanditen. 
Tulsa: Mever Rosen Foundation. 
Monroe. Mich.; Mrs. Clifton Linz. 
Dallas. in memory of her husband: 
Sid and Meyer Katz, San Antonio. 
Life memberships are $1000. They 
may be taken out by individuals or 
groups. or in someone’s memory 
or honor. Payment may be spread 
over four years at $250 a year. 


Recent NFTB mail includes letters 


from some distinguished person- 


ages, which are excerpted below 


“We very much appreciate your 
contribution in American Judaism 
Magazine to the Religion in Ameri- 
can Life program. We have received 
many comments concerning the full 
page advertisement urging regular 
worship attendance which you pub- 
lished in your Chanukah issue. It 
has helped us greatly in our em- 
phasis upon the importance of re- 
ligion and religious institutions in 
national. community and family 
life.” . 

Robert T. Stevens 

Vational Chairman, RIAL 

Former Secretary of the Army 


“Thank you so very much for your 
kidness in loaning me the movie 
about Sukos. My class not only en- 
joyed it, but learned much from it 
not only about the holidays, but 
about respect due older people and 
consideration at home. We had a 
most enlightening discussion.” 
Mrs. Mary Gardiner 
4ll Hollows Episcopal Church, 


Wyncote, Pa. 


“Your Convention was a most suc- 
cessful and fulfilling conference. 
and it gave a big lift not only to the 
movement. but to Pittsburgh Jew- 
on 

Rappt Haroip I. SILVER 

Temple Emanuel 

of South Hills, Pittsburgh 





ARE 
YOU 





A 
MEMBER 
OF THE 
JEWISH 


CHAUTAUQUA 
SOCIETY? 
If not, join now and help sup- 


port this active project for bet- 
ter interfaith understanding. 
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OF THE NATIONAL 


838 FIFTH AVENUE, 


OF 


NEW 


Sisterhood Sopics 


FEDERATION 
TEMPLE 


SISTERHOODS 


YORK 21, NEW YORK 





District President’s Council Meets 


MOST HELPFUL and satisfy- 
A ing experience.” This was the 
consensus of the women who attended 
the 1958 District Presidents’ Council 
meeting at the House of Living Ju- 
daism-Berg Memorial, New York, 
and the workshop on “Helping Sis- 
terhood Leaders Help Others.” The 
following District Presidents were 
present: The Mesdames Joseph Pul- 
ver, Providence. Rhode Island, Dis- 
trict #1, the New England Federa- 
tion; David Zweben, Lakewood, N. J., 
District #4, the New Jersey Federa- 
tion; Robert L. Casper. Kingston, 
Pa., District #5, the Pennsylvania 
Federation; Harry Lawner. Dayton, 
Ohio, District #6, the Ohio Federa- 
tion; Charles Rotgin, Charleston, 
W. Va., District #7, the West Vir- 


ginia Federation; Mervin Cooper, 


Norfolk, Virginia. District #8, the 





MRS. JOSEPH GLANZER presiding at the workshop “Helping Sister- 
hood Leaders Help Others.” Mrs. William J. Leffler, Third Vice-Presi- 
dent of NFTS and Chairman of the Department on Membership and 
Administrative Services, is amused by a humorous remark. 
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Mid-Atlantic Federation; Martin D. 
Schwartz, Muncie, Indiana, District 
#10, the Indiana Federation; David 
Kahn, Lansing, Michigan, District 
#11, the Michigan Federation; 
Rebert Simons, Louisville, Kentucky. 
District #12,the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Federation; Reuben Brody, Sumter. 
South Carolina, District #13, the 
South Carolina Federation; Julius 
Lipman, St. Petersburg, Florida, Dis- 
trict #14, the Southeast Federation; 
Henry M. Levi, Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 
District #16, the Mississippi-Arkan- 
sas Federation; Bernard I. Zoller. 
Jr.. New Orleans, Louisiana, District 
#17, the Louisiana 
Herbert Hauptman, Chicago, Illinois. 
District #18. the Midwest Federa- 
tion; Ben L. Rosenthal, St. Joseph, 
Mo., District #20; Arnold T. Fleig. 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. District 


Federation: 


Mid-West Federation. 


#22, the Texas-Oklahoma Federa- 
tion; Arthur A. Horwitz, Burbank, 
California, District #24, the Western 
Federation. District #3, the New 
York Federation was represented by 
its vice-president, Mrs. Fabian Crys- 
tal, Woodmere, N. Y. in the absence 
of the president, Mrs. LeRoy Glauber 
who was out of the country. All eight- 
een NFTS districts were represented. 

Among the items on the agenda 
were: Ways and Means of Establish- 
ing Closer Relationship 
Committee Chairmen and President 
and Vice-Presidents; Ways of better 
preparing Vice-Presidents for Lead- 
ership and keeping them informed; 
Keeping the interest and intimacy of 
smaller groups after merger into 
larger geographic areas; How to 
gain new members; How to keep old 
ones; Special needs of very large and 


between 





Left fo right: Mrs. David Zweben, President, District #4, the New Jer- 
sey Federation, Mrs. Fabian Crystal, Vice-President, District #3, the 
New York Federation, and Mrs. Herbert Hauptman, District #18, the 
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Scenes from the District Presidents’ Council meeting: 


trict #5, the Pennsylvania Federation. 


very small groups. District projects, 
such as Caravans, Speakers Bureau, 
Retreats, and Youth were also dis- 
cussed. 

The Council was presided over by 
Mrs. J. A. Levy of Sumter, So. Caro- 
lina, Chairman of the Committee on 
District Federations. The leadership 


workshop was led by Mrs. Joseph 





MRS. ARNOLD T. FLEIG, President of District #22, the Texas-Okla- 
homa Federation (left), and Mrs. Robert L. Casper, President of Dis- 
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MRS. MONSKY, President of NFTS, is speaking. At her left is Mrs. J. 
Aaron Levy, Chairman of the Committee on District Federations who 


presided at the two-day session. 


Glanzer of Crestwood, N. Y., Chair- 
man of the Committee on Pilot Proj- 
ects, and a member of the Executive 
Committee of NFTS. Common criti- 
cisms of Sisterhood speakers were 
brought out, and out of the discussion 
emerged a picture of a more nearly 
ideal Sisterhood leader. Also partici- 
pating in the three-day session were 


Here and There in the Sisterhood World 


HE WOMEN OF Temple David 
Sisterhood from down under, 
Durban, Union of South Africa, 
are asked to bring their “jumble” 
to the temple for the Jumble Sale. 
Just a matter of semantics. It’s the 
same old rummage, upside down. 
* *% * 


EIGHTEEN MEMBERS of the Sister- 
hood of Central Synagogue, Rock- 
ville Centre, New York, were 
recently awarded certificates of the 
American Institute for Jewish 
Studies of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, in recogni- 
tion of the completion of a course 
last year in “The Bible—Its Con- 
tent and Philosophy.” The course 
was given for the Sisterhood wom- 
en by their rabbi, George Lieber- 
man of Central Synagogue of Nas- 
sau County, Rockville Centre, N. Y. 


* * * 
6 


IN MARSHALL, TEXAS the Sisterhood 
invited the men to a Sisterhood- 
sponsored congregational dinner at 


which the president, Mrs. H. A. 
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Goldberg, reported on the Conven- 
tion of NFTS District #22, the 
Texas-Oklahoma Federation. The 
response to this “education for 
Sisterhood husbands” was gratify- 
ing and financially rewarding. 

* * * 
AT A RECENT Sabbath eve service 
Fairmount Temple of Cleveland, 
Ohio established a precedent for 
itself when Mrs. Richard Bergman, 
a member of the Board of Trustees, 
was one of the regular pulpit guests 
and assisted in the Torah service. 
This innovation, indicating the ac- 
ceptance of the equality of men and 
women in Reform Judaism, was 
approved by Rabbi Brickner and 
the Board of Directors. 

* * * 
A CONSECRATION service for new 
Sisterhood members followed by an 
Oneg Shabbat, was recently held in 
Temple Israel of Jamaica, New 
York, of which Albert G. Silver- 
man is the rabbi. 


Mrs. Henry Monsky, of Los Angeles, 
California, President of NFTS, Mrs. 
William Leffler, of Tuckahoe, N. Y.., 
a vice-president of NFTS and Chair- 
man of the Department on Member- 
ship and Administrative Services, 
and Miss Jane Evans, Executive Di- 
rector of the National Federation of 


Temple Sisterhoods. 


National Federation of 


Temple Sisterhoods Now 
Has 544 Units in U.S.. 
Canada and Overseas 


affiliated with the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
during the past year, bringing to 
544. the number of local units in the 
organization. Seventeen of these 
are Sisterhoods of recently estab- 
lished congregations in the United 
States. The other two-are those of 
Temple Emanuel in Curacao. Neth- 
erlands West Indies, and Temple 
Hillel. East London, Union of South 
Africa. NFTS now has affiliates in 
eight countries. Besides the coun- 
tries mentioned above, there are 
Sisterhood units in Canada, Cuba, 
Panama, the United Kingdom, and 
Australia. in fact. all over the 
world. 


J, grees NEW Sisterhoods have 





What about Women Rabbis? 


(continued from our last issue) 


As Good As Men! 


by Mrs. Harry Jacobson 


Mrs. ‘Jacobson of W. Des Moines, 
lowa is 2nd Vice-President of NFTS. 


Tooay GIRLS are Jewishly edu- 
cated, therefore they ought to be 
ordained. 

True, the rabbi’s life is a difficult 
one, requiring emotional and phys- 
ical stamina. Not all women could 
cope with the difficulties, but 
neither can all men. 

In many respects, however, a 
woman would be more able. As a 
pastor she would excel, for her na- 
tive compassion, tact and patience 
would stand her in good stead. We 
need only to call to mind successful 
women doctors, phychiatrists, and 
marriage counsellors. Mrs. Leving- 
er herself would make a good 
rabbi. Today’s rabbi must be a 
good administrator. Women have 
proved their competence in this 
field. 

In days of yore the rabbi retired 
to his study only to emerge on 
special occasions, but today’s reli- 
gious leader is involved in a host 
of activities. And chief among his 
mainstays is, remember, the Sis- 
terhood. 

Granted her many qualifications, 
would a congregation engage her? 
Yes, if it is truly a Reform congre- 





MRS. HARRY JACOBSON, second Vice- 
President of the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods, who favors the idea of 
women rabbis. 
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gation, with no inherited discrim- 
inations against women. At first, 
they could serve small congrega- 
tions throughout the country that 
have no rabbis. In large congrega- 
tions, they could pioneer as as- 
sistants. 

Bearing and rearing children 
have not been a hand‘cap in other 
professions. In the rabbinate, she 
could enjoy maternal sabbaticals, 
returning to activity with the wis- 
dom and empathy which are the 


fruits of a full life. 


For Women “‘Assistants”’ 
by Mrs. Sali Oppenheimer 


Mrs. Oppenheimer, a member of the 
Board of NFTS, lives in Oakland, 


California. 


I THINK A GOOD position for a 
woman would be that of “As- 
sistant Rabbi” and head of the re- 
ligious school. I do not favor 
women as full-fledged rabbis of 
congregations. 

Women could educate the young. 
call upon the female sick, and assist 
in certain aspects of communal and 
fund-raising work. 

This arrangement would solve 
the matter of tension between 
rabbis and assistant rabbis. Fem- 
inine assistants, with no aspirations 
to “succession,” would ease the 
situation in large cities and pro- 
mote rabbinical efficiency. 


They Are Needed 
by Mrs. Carl N. Ettinger 


Vrs. Ettinger, who lives in Cedar 
Rapids, lowa, is a member of the 


Board of NFTS. 


I, A DEMOCRATIC society, women 
should have the prerogative of 
serving in any capacity for which 
they are qualified. And surely. 
women could be good rabbis. — 

It would be dificult to convince 
some men, and, for that matter. 
some women, that women should 
have that privilege. 

It goes without saying that only 
qualified women should enter the 


rabbinate, but the same holds true 
for men. 

There seems to be a dearth of 
rabbinical students in Reform. Per- 
haps women could make up this 
deficiency—and_ stimulate keener 
competition. 


Reform’s Duty 


by Mrs. Alberta Roseman 


Vrs. Herman Roseman of Hamden, 
Conn., is a member of the Board of 
Directors of NFTS. 


ry 
I HE ROLE OF A rabbi is fore- 
most that of a teacher. The field 
of education has long acknowl- 
edged women’s ability to teach. 
Hence. women can be rabbis. 
Reform should be the first to 
encourage them to become rabbis. 
We fight segregation against 
race, creed and color. Shall we 
segregate people because of their 
sex? 


Perhaps 
by Mrs. Gordon Fleischaker 


Urs. Fleischaker, who lives in Louis- 
ville, Ky., is a member of the Board 
of NFTS and vice-chairman of the 
Committee on Budget and Finance. 


T HEORETICALLY I| agree that Re- 
form Judaism, which has done 
so much to bring about the equality 
of women, should permit her or- 
dination. Yet, my heart doesn’t 
quite accept the proposition. I just 
can’t picture a woman rabbi. 
There is the will to believe, but 
I fear years of education will be 
needed to reconcile us to the possi- 
bility of a female spiritual leader. 


More Power to Them 
by Florence R. Kirshbaum 


Mrs. Kirshbaum lives in Redlands, 
California and is a member of the 
Board of Directors of NFTS. 


I AM SURE that women interested 
in this field will be very success- 
ful. More power to them! Educa- 
tion in any field is very worth 
while. and women should be en- 
couraged. not discouraged. in this 


goal. 
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Board of Directors 
of NFTS Meets 


HE ANNUAL MEETING of the 

Board of Directors of the Na- 
tional Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods was held at the Union House 
of Living Judaism, New York, in 
March. Members from all parts of 
the United States were present as 
were Canadian members of the 
Board. Mrs. Henry Monsky, Los 
Angeles, Cal., presided. 

Among the. items on the agenda 
were: the presentation of the budg- 
et for the fiscal year 1958-59; 
allocations from the Youth, Educa- 
tion and Sisterhood Fund; and 
preliminary discussions of the next 
biennial to be held in Miami Beach, 
Florida, November 14-19, 1959. 

During the five-day session, each 
of the four NFTS Departments met 
separately. The meeting of the De- 
partment on Advancement of Ju- 
daism was presided over by Mrs. 
Irving E. Hollobow of Evanston, 
Ill., Ist Vice-President of NFTS. 
Mrs. Harry Jacobson of Des 
Moines, Iowa, 2nd Vice-President. 
presided over the meeting of the 
Department on Religion and Edu- 
cation. Mrs. William J. Leffler of 
New Rochelle, N. Y., 3rd Vice- 
President, chaired the meeting of 
the Department on Membership 
and Administrative Services; while 
the Department on Human Rela- 
tions was presided over by Mrs. 
Mose Schwartz of Houston, Texas. 
4th Vice-President. 

The following committees also 
met: Committee on Constitutional 
Revisions, Mrs. Harry Rosenbaum. 
Roanoke, Va., Chairman; Commit- 
tee on Budget and Finance, Mrs. 
Herbert Frieder, Philadelphia. Pa., 
Chairman. 

A special feature this year was 
a pre-Board retreat held the week- 
end before at Arden House, Arden, 
New York. Owned by Columbia 
University and available only for 
educational meetings, Arden House. 
former estate of the Harriman 
family, is situated in a magnificent 
mountain woodland preserve. a 
fitting setting for a religious re- 
treat. Rabbi Eugene Borowitz, 
Associate Director of Education of 
the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, and Miss Jane 
Evans, Executive Director of the 
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National Federation of Temple Sis- 
terhoods, directed the program. 
Among the subjects discussed were: 
“Where Shall I Find God,” “Mo- 
ments of Doubt and Faith,” “How 
Shall I Pray” and “Spiritualizing 
Daily Life.” 





RABBI EUGENE BOROWITZ, Associate Di- 
rector of Education of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, who participated 
in the retreat sponsored by the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. 


Business and Professional 
Women’s Group 


Thirteen Years Old 


HE BUSINESS and Professional 
Women’s Group of Rodeph 
Shalom Sisterhood, Philadelphia, 
recently attained the age of Bas 


Mitzvah. This unit operates as a 
committee of Sisterhood, whole- 
heartedly supporting and _partici- 
pating in all Sisterhood and temple 
activities. However, it functions 
more or less independently by 
electing its own officers and by 
engaging in additional projects. 

Following monthly dinner meet- 
ings there is a religious, educa- 
tional or cultural hour with a 
speaker followed by an exchange 
of opinions and ideas. Seven years 
ago the group initiated a sustaining 
project of its own—a_ young 
woman was financially supported 
through medical school and is now 
in her last year of internship. A 
student preparing to teach school 
and another preparing for a nurs- 
ing career were also aided. At 
present a_ blind, orthopedically 
handicapped young woman is being 
helped through payment for a 
vocationally oriented diagnosis and 
possible preparedness for self-sup- 
port. This past year a substantial 
financial contribution was volun- 
tarily given to Sisterhood, averag- 
ing ten dollars per member. The 
entire project is made_ possible 
through the voluntary efforts of the 
individual member without public 
or conflicting fund-raising affairs. 
This type of committee, though 
comparatively small, can prove to 
every Sisterhood and synagogue, 
as it has to Rodeph Shalom, a 
most cooperative, effective, pro- 
ductive unit. 





DR. MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, President of the Union of American Hebrew Congrego- 
tions, and Morris S. Reiter, biennial convention chairman for the UAHC Southern California 
Council, join Louis A. Chase (right), Council President, in congratulating Mrs. Henry Monsky, 
President of the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods; J. Robert Arkush, President 
of the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, and Louis J. Freehof, Executive Di- 
rector of Temple Emanu-El, San Francisco, and President of the National Association of 
Temple Secretaries. More than 500 delegates attended the two-day meeting at the Hotel 


Statler, Los Angles 





‘one mother tells another... 


it’s 


PERFECT 


for 


PASSOVER 


OLD FASHIONED 


Your choice of 


Golden JELLED or 
Golden LIQUID broth 


from the spotless kitchens of 


Mother’s Food Products, Inc., Newark 5, N. J. 


PAREVE 
KOSHER for PASSOVER @ 








ISLAND LAKE CAMPS 


for 80 BOYS & 80 GIRLS — Ages 6 thru 15 


These separate, adjoining camps, located 2,200 feet high and dry in 
the North Pocono Mountains of Wayne County, Pennsylvania, invite 
inquiries from Particular Parents. 


TUITION — $600 (Includes Linens, Laundry, Insurance) 
These camps have EVERYTHING, 
Especially a MATURE STAFF. 


CHARLES W. KLEIN, Director, 20 South Broadway, Yonkers, N. Y. 


Single teachers and mature college students (age 20 up), please 


write for staff application 

















“Campus on the Continent’ 


TEENAGE TOUR of EUROPE 
58 days—14 countries—departs JULY 7 
on deluxe air conditioned S/S GIULIO 
CESARE. Personally supervised by Mrs. 
Rae Epstein, well known educator. 

Columbia Tours, Inc. 
554 Fifth Ave., NY 36 CO 5-2600 
661 Central Ave., Cedarhurst, L.!. FR 1-0700 














GREENWOODS CAMP ror sors 
LAKE OF THE WOODS ror cirs 


DECATUR, MICH. (near Kalamazoo) 
All sports, riflery, horseback riding, boat- 
ing, Sailing, water skiing, canoe trips, etc. 
Ultra modern facilities. Non-competitive, 
relaxed program. Mature Staff. Resident 
Doctor and Nurse. Dietician. Excellent food. 


Ideally located to serve Mich., Ohio, Ind., Ill. 


LAWRENCE SEEGER—8741 Cregier, Chicago 17, III. 
PHONE: ESsex 5-1227 














GLOWING 
STAR OF 
DAVID 


will gladden your heart 
with its soft mellow light 
of reverence. 
For Remembrance 
and All Celebrations. 
At your dealer or write 


AEROLUX LIGHT CORP. 


653 llth Avenue, New York 36, New York 





BOOKS 


Eventful Years and Experiences. 
By Bertram W. Korn. American Jew- 
ish Archives. $4.00. 


Dr. Korn, the gifted rabbi of Phila- 
delphia’s Keneseth Israel Congrega- 
tion, continues to make history excit- 
ing in these essays on nineteenth 
century American Jewish life. Schol- 
ars will be impressed by the enormous 
amount of original research repre- 
sented by each essay, but laymen will 
also be carried away by the author’s 
vivid literary style. The book sheds 
new light on these subjects: Jewish 
“Forty-Eighters,” the Know-Nothing 
Movement and the Jews, Judah P. 
Benjamin, the first Jewish prayer in 
Congress, Isaac Mayer Wise and the 
Civil War, the first American Jewish 
rabbinical school, and Jewish welfare 
activities for servicemen of the Span- 
ish-American War. 


The Courage to Be. By Paul Til- 
lich. Yale University Press. $3.00. 


This recent study of anxiety, particu- 
larly with reference to its manifesta- 
tion in contemporary man, is a closely 
knit philosophical and historical argu- 
ment by an eminent practitioner of 
theology. The very title, particularly 
the last two words, indicates the meta- 
physical implications of these Terry 
Lectures. Courage is a blending of 
faith and hope, and hence a religious 
concept that touches upon existence 
and its meaning must find God as 
basis and sanction. 

















MODERN FUND RAISING 
with 
BRONZE TABLETS 


On our staff are board members of sev- 
eral local temples. These men know your 
fund raising problems and are experi- 
enced in helping you solve them with 
the dignified use of 

BRONZE YAHRZEIT TABLETS 


DONOR PLAQUES ROOM PLAQUES 


Write for information 


Architectural Bronze & Aluminum Corp. 
3638-40 Oakton St. Skokie, Ill. 
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